University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and
Interviews

Mike Mansfield Papers

2-24-1971

Statement of Senator Mansfield - The Senate Majority Policy
Committee
Mike Mansfield 1903-2001

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Mansfield, Mike 1903-2001, "Statement of Senator Mansfield - The Senate Majority Policy Committee"
(1971). Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews. 956.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mansfield_speeches/956

This Speech is brought to you for free and open access by the Mike Mansfield Papers at ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Mike Mansfield Speeches, Statements and Interviews by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

L:-. Pr.,sidc::lt:

-,roviou.:l daiY

\lGC pro;Jcn·~d

t.o this ec.ueug .
1

I czk

u~im~

eonocnt t'

t.::.;;!:ra be printed at the conelu.::Jion of' r:ry rc:.::::.rl.:c t.'1o t.:::.:t of en

o.. full end cou1pleto Oiocrll.Ooion, a. voto

r.:o·:.

a:ljt~ndine,

but co do:Jiri:n:?;, to

Purpooo ia a.: f'ollo>ro :

~ -~~n

r~giotol"'

on

th~

_uct.tio<l o. c

their :;-;oc tion in

Iil .Za.vo-:: of ?art On.o of th

c:~;::ni!l,.:

-~ho

_ ,cv_

Rccolutiou, 35;

...,.;1

I ask un:ud.,1ouo con::ant tho.t Chw

tox-'~

Conference on Fcbrullr'IJ 23, 1971 be included at

of this Rocolut1on o?

~io

point in tho R co:.·a..

.'·
""- . ..,
Februe.r,:.· £:],, -;<
I-

STATEMENT OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D. MONI'ANA )
For the benefit of those Members not present at the
Democratic Conference in May 1969, notably the new Members, I feel
it is desirable to read excerpts from the minutes of that meeting.
" ••• Since the beginning of the session, we have been
examining in the Policy Committee the situation of the Democratic
Majority in the Senate in the light of the Republican occupancy of
the Presidency.
"In present circumstances, as we examined them in the
Policy Committee, a new approach by the Party in the Senate was indicated .

We found, for example, that Democratic Senators were

asking from time to time for a statement of the position of the
Leadership on national issues before the Senate.

Heretofore, Demo-

cratic Presidents had largely supplied that yardstick.
" ••. It was agreed that an effort should be made to
delineate Democratic positions in the Senate on certain issues of
significance in which there existed a substantial degree of unity
among members of the Party.
" •.• We are--all of us --aware of the difficulties which are
inherent in trying to find common ground amidst our diversities.
Yet, we believe the effort must be made .

The Policy Committee is

the political arm of the Democratic Conference of the Senate and it
has a basis in law for the performance of the function.

In addition,

as presently constituted--that is, combined with the Legislative

...
-2-

Review Committee--the Committee is

accurate~

representative of the

principal philosophical inclinations and the geographic derivations
of the party in the Senate .
"Lest there be any doubt, I want to make it very plain
that the Committee will not intrude, in any way, upon the functions
of any of the Legislative Committees.

On the contrary, it will

continue to follow its customary practice with regard to the regular
scheduling of legislation for floor action •••
'Nay I stress here the point that the Legislative Committees
will, as always, delineate the legislation for floor consideration.
What we are suggesting is in the nature of a political supplement
to that responsibility.
"In a s imilar fashion, the Committee has not the slightest
intention of presuming to replace a Senator's individual judgment
with a Party judgment .

We may offer a Committee view, but members

will continue to vote on the issues on the basis of their conscience
and wisdom.

Indeed, even when a position has been delineated by the

Policy Committee, its individual members will still vote as they
see fit when the issue reaches the Senate floor.
"In conclusion, I would point out that in addition to the
unanimous endorsement of this new approach by the members of the
Policy Committee, the chairmen of the Legislative Committees, with
whom I met on May 7, also agreed, without objection, to this proposed
course."

... .

'I

-3"Senator Holland moved that the Conference approve this
use of the Policy Committee as a formulator of Party policy .
motion was approved unanimously by standing vote .

The

In announcing

the vote, Senator Mansfield again stressed that a Policy Committee
position, although stated as a Party position, was not binding on
individual Members . "

;
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February 23, 1971
STATll-1ENT OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D., MONTANA) AT THE DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

The Democratic Policy Committee proceeded to identify 15 major
issues during the 9lst Congress which it thought deserved substantial Democratic support.

These ranged from the National Commitments Resolution in

May of 1969, to the proposal of June 24, 1969, that sought--successfully-to link the temporary surtax extension to tax reform and tax relief.
included a Resolution calling for a substantial reduction of

u. s.

They

troops in

Europe adopted in July of 1969; a suggestion to increase social security
benefits by 15% together with a $100 minimum benefit payment; a proposed
mutual freeze with proper verification on the deployment of new offensive
and defensive strategic nuclear weapons in April of 1970; a series of
actions on the economy, one advocating the use of jawboning and standby
wage and price authority, another in June, 1970, seeking Presidential use
of the authority over credit and int erest controls as provided by Congress,
and another submitting a full economic report in September of 1970.

These

are some of the issues with which t he Policy Committe identified i t self in
the last Congress.
Its ,action took various shapes, all of which were approved under
the terms endorsed unanimously by this caucus in 1969 and affirmed a gain
at the beginning of t his Congress.

It was understood that the Policy

Committ ee would seek out only issues that would command a two-thirds
majorit y of the Committee itself.

Because of the broad philosophical and
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February 22, 1971

. RESOLUTION OF SENATE MAJORITY PURPOSE IN THE 92ND CONGRESS
The Majority Policy Committee of the United States Senate,
having noted with deep concern the burdans which are imposed on the
people of the nation by the continuing involvement in the war in
Indochina, by the decline

i~

the economy and by the unsatisfactory

state of .the public services--federal, state and local--and by the
continuing fear of . citizens for their freedom and safety;
RESOLVES, That it is the sense of the Committee that in the
92nd Congress the Senate Majority shou.ld work to achieve the following
purposes:
1.

To end the involvement in Indochina and to bring about
the withdrawal of all U.S. forces and the release of
all prisoners in a time certain;

2.

To stop the inflation and reverse the recession and,
further, to take all possible interim measures to
alleviate the condition of those who are the principal
victims of these failures of public leadership-businessmen, the unemployed, farmers, social security
and other retired pensioners and families of fixed,
moderate or inadequate income;

3.

To contribute to a stream lining of federal-state
financial relationships which will insure more equitable
distribution of costs and a more efficient flow of public
services to the people as, for example, in welfare,
health , safety, transportation, recreation, education-provided always that fiscal responsibility for the
expenditures of federal revenues shall not be impaired.

4.

To bring about by close oversight of present procedures
by streamlining and/or by consolidation where necessary,
a more effective operation of the legislative and
executive branches of the federal government;

5.

To strengthen police training and compensation; and
the court system, including probation, parole; and
correctional institutions.

I

I

I

RESOLVES, Further, that in pursuit of these objectives, the
Committee urges f ull support wherever possible by both Senate
Democrats and Republicans of the initiatives of the President, the
Senate Committees and Members, and the House, which may be pertinent
to these ends.

